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FOR ALLWHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS. 


In 1984-85, Victoria celebrates its 150th Anniversary 
and this gives all railfan and preservation groups around 
the state a tremendous opportunity to combine and pro- 
mote their interest. 

For far too long, whenever you hear one group talk 
about another it is nearly always in the negative. If the 
first group stood back and had a close look at itself, it 
would probably find itself to be no better. 

We all have one interest, to get the most out of 
whichever section of railways that take our fancy. 
Whether you are into locos, carriages, photographs or 
some of the lesser known sections, tickets, timetables, 
train running or safeworking, here is a great chance to 
gain the maximum publicity. 

This is not meant to be an effort to gain a super group 
but the first step towards helping as many groups as 
possible to survive. 


Front Cover: M232 rolls through the Mallee scrub as it 
heads west from Nowingi with a rake of empties. (Harry 


Shnattlebach) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 


Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 


May - April — $20.00 
November - April — $10.00 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: In the cool night air, M232 rests and 
could be dreaming of its days on the Newport Work- 
shops pilot. 


Opposite below: With the M in the background, standby 
loco Y413 ponders its fate. (Both photos Harry 
Shnattlebach). 
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A Little Known Royal Train 


Some time ago, I was delighted to find the photograph 
shown here, in the collection of the Hawthorn Histori- 
cal Society. Although it is not a very good photograph 
— there is a lot of background missing — the signal 
box shows up clearly, and also the bracket signal on 
which, in the original photograph, the number 42 can 
be seen. Being a little rash perhaps, I said that I could 
identify the place, and when their Secretary asked me 
how, he seemed quite impressed that I could do so, 
solely from a number on a signal. 

I drew his attention to the flag-waving lady which 
seemed to indicate a Royal Train, and the clothes of 
the ladies on the platform seemed to be 1900 vintage 
and there was a Royal Visit in 1901, in connection with 
the Inauguration of the Commonwealth. 

The photo-copy was studied carefully even before | 
got home, and I felt that it could be Camberwell. If so, 
it might be the train for the trip to Healesville taken by 
the Duchess, while her husband was visiting Sale. 

I confirmed that it was Camberwell, as the Up start- 
ing signal bracket was indeed numbered 42 — the 
information came from Weekly Notice 37 of 1900 — 
and I forgave the photographer who, somehow, had 
obliterated Burke Rd. Next, could I identify the train? 

Reproduced here is a copy of the circular $1530/01 
issued for ‘‘The Visit of the Duchess of Cornwall and 
York to Healesville on Wednesday 15th May, 1901”. 

The front page includes the make-up of the train — 
DD vestibule van, (what we would now call a C), No.3 
State Car, and the ‘‘Victoria’’ Car, which I identified 
by reference to the facsimile diagram was published by 
the Victorian Model Railway Society; and in the rear, 
another van. Perhaps No.3 State Car and Victoria were 
transposed, but it seems likely that these are the cars 
on the train in the picture. 

1900 etiquette probably forbade gentlemen going 
down to the station to wave flags at a lady, and you will 
note that there are no gentlemen on the platform. No 
doubt the flag was being waved for a lady. 

To the right of the ladies the shadow of the station 
name board can be seen, and the sides point roughly to 
where the sun would have been at Camberwell at 11.13 
am. 

The expression, ‘‘Punctuality is the politeness of 
kings”’, is attributed to Louis XVIII, who probably 
never saw a train, let alone travelled on one, but in my 
experience Royal Trains do tend to be punctual. 

At that time — 1901 — Richmond to Ringwood was 
double line with Winter’s Block. The single line sec- 
tions Ringwood-Croydon-Lilydale- Yarra Glen- 
Healesville were worked by large electric staff. 

The suburban service in the Working Timetable for 
3rd June 1901, (the nearest I have seen to this Royal 
occasion), shows trains leaving Prince’s Bridge as 
follows: 

10.40 Canterbury, 10.45 Kew, 11.00 Box Hill con- 
necting with mixed train to Ringwood, 11.05 Kew and 
11.20 Camberwell. 

Referring to the S circular, we note that in between 
the 10.45 Kew and the 11.00 Box Hill, paths were 
found for the 10.52 Pilot Engine, the 10.55 Royal Train 
and at say 10.58 the Second Light Engine. 

At Canterbury, the 10.40 am local train was timed to 
arrive at 11.07, and it would normally have run round 
and departed from the Down platform at 11.29. 
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However, on this occasion, the Pilot Engine was due 4 
minutes later at 11.11, and as the local could not run 
round nor shunt until after the passing of the 11.00 Up 
Box Hill train at 11.08, I imagine it would have been a 
lot easier for the local to continue on to Box Hill, arriv- 
ing there at say 11.17 and returning at 11.21 to pick up 
the timing of the 11.29 Up at Canterbury. 

Lilydale would have been an interesting place to 
watch the trains. The Up Healesville train was usually a 
mixed but on this day it had no goods trucks (in comp- 
liance with paragraph 3), and might have been called a 
passenger train. It was due to arrive at 11.46, although 
with no shunting, it may have arrived earlier. Lilydale 
still had only the one platform, and the interlocking 
had been installed 3 months before. I imagine that the 
Pilot engine would have been brought directly into the 
Platform Road at 11.41, and the electric staff handed 
down, so as not to delay the Royal Train at Croydon. 
The Pilot engine would then take water until the arrival 
at 11.46 (or earlier) of the Healesville train, which 
would be brought straight into the crossing loop. Then 
after the Pilot Engine was despatched towards Yarra 
Glen, the signals could have been cleared for the Royal 
Train, and the points spiked as shown in paragraph 8. 

The engine of the Royal Train would have to take 
water on its arrival at 11.51, and maybe the Duchess 
would receive an illuminated address from the Shire 
President. When the Pilot Engine cleared Yarra Glen, 
the Royal Train could follow, at noon. 

With any sort of luck, the Second Light Engine 
would have arrived at Lilydale about the time the 
Royal Train left, and it too would take water and follow 
the Royal Train. Only then could the Up Healesville 
train be set back and brought into the platform, where 
it is hoped that the Refreshment Room was open. 

Healesville yard must have been impressive during 
the afternoon, as in addition to the Pilot Engine, sup- 
posed to have been 138F, the Royal Train Engine 
299R, and the Second Light Engine 289R, there would 
have been two more engines there. 

$1528/01 shows that there was to have been a 
special train consisting of (2) second class cars (six- 
wheeled Bs?) and a van leaving Princes Bridge at 7.20 
am and stopping everywhere to detrain men from the 
Existing Lines Branch who were to carry out the 
instructions in paragraph 6. 

The train was to arrive at Healesville at 10.30 am and 
— on the return journey — follow the Second Light 
Engine. The fifth engine would have arrived on the 
12.15 pm Down passenger train due at Healesville at 
2.30 pm. 

Earlier I mentioned that the Royal Train circular was 
printed only the day before, indicating that it might 
have been a sudden decision, after the Duke had left 
for Sale. It showed that the Royal Train was timed to 
leave Healesville at 5.15 pm. However, the circular 
$1533/01 issued on the day of the Royal Train shows 
that it was brought forward half an hour, and in conse- 
quence would leave at 4.45 pm. 

No.7 was the 3.40 pm Up Yarra Glen goods, due at 
Lilydale from 4.05 to 5.40, by which latter time, the 
Second Light Engine would have been clear of 
Croydon. No.45, the 5.27 pm Up Box Hill would have 
had to wait until perhaps 5.39 pm, that is until the 
Second Light Engine had cleared Surrey Hills, and 
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No.44, the 5.32 pm Up Camberwell was included only 
to ensure the correct sequence of trains. lf YOU are interested in Railways why 
I am grateful to the Hawthorn Historical Society for not join the 
permission to use their photograph, and I feel sure that 
they are amused by the diligence, if that is the word, of AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


people who can identify places by numbers on signal eee Seis 
posts. Victorian Division 

They (and I) would be delighted to see other pic- Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
tures of this little known Royal Train, that is, in the BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


unlikely event of any having been taken. 


Graph Showing Timings of Royal Train, 15.5.1901 
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Single truck No.3 and Bogie No.34 
wait at St Kilda in the afternoon sun. 
(Late L G Poole) 


The crew poses with 4-wheel car No.7 
at St Kilda during May 1956. (Late LG 
Poole) 


No.53, looking spick and span awaits 
the connection with the train at St 
Kilda. (Late L G Poole) 
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The old and the new. Nos. 33 and 52 at St Kilda station on the 24.4.57. (Douglas Colquhoun) 


No.52 in Barley St, Village Belle. 21.2.59. (Des Jowett) 


Elwood depot and No.33 waits to run an “Up” St Kilda 21.2.59. (Des Jowett) 


| No.22, the first electric tram leaves Sandringham amid a happy crowd of well wishers. (ARHS Archives) 
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Electrification: 


65th Anniversary 1919-84 


Introduction: Much has been spoken and written by 
others and the writer about the history of the 
Melbourne suburban electrification which at its incep- 
tion ranked amongst the best in the world. The 
“‘Sparks’’ came before us. Our’s has had to be infor- 
mation researched back into the past. One Richard 
Hughes, whose future was to earn him the title Jour- 
nalist Supreme was fortunate to have been around at 
the time it all began. 

On January 7, 1984 the 
world media featured the 
death at 77 of Richard 
Hughes, CBE, in Hong Kong 
where after 40 years he was 
still working six to seven days 
a week. In a distinguished 
career spanning over half a 
century, Mr. Hughes gained a 
reputation as one of the finest 
foreign correspondents in 
Asia, covering World War 2, 
the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars, the turmoils of China 
and major political, economic 
and diplomatic stories for the 
principal newspaper groups in 
Australia and Fleet Street, 
including the London Times. 


His greatest journalistic feat was to obtain an 
exclusive interview in Moscow with the British spies 
Anthony Burgess and Donald Maclean in 1956 at the 
height of the Cold War after writing a blunt letter to 
President Khrushchev asking him to drop ‘“‘futile and 
absurd”’ denials of the defection to the Soviet Union. 


Once described as ‘tan amiable blend of Alfred 
Hitchcock and Robert Morley’? the bulky and 
monocled cigar chomping Hughes was the doyen of 
Australian correspondents, a person whose views were 
sought and respected by statesmen and heads of 
governments. A raconteur and connoisseur of good 
food and wines, Richard Hughes was the model for the 
crusty but grandiloquent Old Craw in the best selling 
espionage novel ‘‘The Honourable Schoolboy’’ by 
John le Carre; also the character Dikko Henderson is 
one of Ian Fleming’s James Bond novels ‘“‘You Only 
Live Twice’’. Le Carre called Hughes ‘‘a sort of jour- 
nalistic Eiffel Tower’’. To Fleming he was ‘‘a giant 
Australian with a European mind and a quixotic view 
of the world’. 


Despite his greatness, Richard Hughes, like most 
others started with a humble beginning, he by con- 
tributing items to The Victorian Railways Magazine 
which was retitled the Victorian Railways News Letter 
in October 1930. Such were his early talents that under 
the regime of railway supremo Harold W. Clapp, 
Chairman of Commissioners, 1920-39, Richard 
Hughes was appointed editor of the Magazine in 1929. 
He had written under his own name and such 
pseudonyms as Hugh Richards, R. H. Jr. and Hannibal 
Jones. He was then only 23, perhaps the youngest edi- 
tor of any comparable publication. 
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In October 1933 Richard Hughes joined 
Melbourne’s new daily ‘‘The Star”, progressing two 
years later to the Sydney Daily Telegraph to become 
Chief of Staff before transferring to overseas duties 
during World War 2. He wrote several books including 
“Borrowed Place Borrowed Time’’. Despite his great- 
ness he was amongst the most generous of men, par- 
ticularly to young journalists. It is reasonable to specu- 
late that if the young Hughes, with a genuine interest 
in railways was around today he would no doubt be a 
regular scribe to Newsrail. 

In the July 1929 edition of the Victorian Railways 
Magazine there appeared a feature article simply titled 
“Ten Years Ago!”’ by Richard Hughes commemorat- 
ing the inauguration of electric trains in May 1919. In 
reading this matter-of-fact ‘‘I was there”’ article it is 
hard to believe that it was actually written a decade 
after the event in 1919 when Richard was but a 12 year 
old school lad. Even so, he had to be spot-on with 
authentication. His writings had to pass the close 
scrutiny of boss Clapp and other senior railwaymen 
mentioned as principal characters in the article. That 
his early journalistic skills successfully met with the 
approval of these discerning critics illustrates just why 
young Hughes would eventually earn the honour of 
Journalist Supreme. We now reprint, retitled for the 
occasion. 


SIXTY FIVE YEARS AGO! 


In the little, glass-walled office in the corner of the 
bare, white-washed hall, an overcoated man is writing 
steadily. The light from the globe above his head plays 
on the firm fingers that grip the yellow pencil, throws a 
distorted shadow on the floor behind him, and makes a 
warm oasis of whiteness in the desert of grey-black 
bleakness and huddled insubstantial shapes inside the 
unlighted hall. Outside, an engine whistle sounds 
mournfully. There is the clamor of a passing steam 
train. The floor trembles. 

The writer pauses and relights his pipe. He picks up a 
typewritten circular and puffs reflectively as he reads. 

‘“‘In connection with Transportation circular $.2684/ 
19, the following shifts will work as shown hereunder 
for the purposes of testing electric trains between 
Sandringham, Windsor, Flinders St, Kensington and 
Essendon on Sunday, May 18, 1919.”’ Electrical Run- 
ning Inspector John Rist skims a comtemplative eye 
over the mass of times, stations and running schedules 
that follows. Then, with a glance at his watch as the 
floor vibrates to the passage of another late suburban 
steam train, he scrabbles all the papers together and 
scrapes his chair back. Walking out of his little glass lair 
and switching on the lights in the hall, he surveys the 
full-size skeleton railway carriage towering above his 
head beside the white-washed wall. 

Hours of teaching, of lecturing, of practical and 
theoretical demonstration and instruction have been 
spent in this hall, in preparation for the change-over of 
Melbourne’s suburban rail system from steam to 
electric traction. Tonight the first severe test of the 
electric equipment under actual running conditions will 
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be made, the inauguration of the biggest one-time 
change from steam to electric operation ever under- 
taken. 

John Rist — the man who has been brought out 
from England to teach Victorian railwaymen to drive 
electric trains — spares a moment for a memory of the 
past, half smiles, snaps his spectacles in their case and 
turns to the door ... and the future. 

It is bitterly cold outside. The black curve of the 
Flinders St station dome — huge and unfriendly 
against the night sky — menaces the slumbering seas 
of shadows and pools of light in the Jolimont yard. Col- 
oured signals wink red and green eyes. Shining rails 
glint into the pools of light and sweep into the darkness 
between the rows of tired, unlighted carriages. A steam 
train pulls out from the St. Kilda platform, puffing and 
clanking. The stir and noise of Melbourne settling to 
sleep floats down in a confused medley of rumbling 
wheels, jangling cable tram bells, impatient motor 
horns. Overhead, amidst the cold glitter of the stars, a 
dissipated gibbous moon drifts wearily westward. 

John Rist turns up the collar of his coat. ‘‘Good- 
night, Bob’’, he says as a big figure crunches up to the 
door of the lecture hall. ‘‘Ready for work?” 

Motorman Bob Marshall rubs his hands. ‘‘’Night, 
Mr. Rist. Too right, I am. Just been down to have a 
look at ’em. Mr. May’s down there, and Kefford and 
Mac. and Jack Finn and Merrilees and a lot more of 
them. Mr. Balmer, too — looking as unconcerned as 
though he ran this sort of test every night.” 

The inspector chuckles. ‘‘We’ll be all right, Bob. 
Here’’, he draws a sheaf of papers from an inside 
pocket. ‘‘I’ve written down a sort of last word for all 
motormen, telling you what to do and when to do it. 
I’ve got a carbon copy here for all of you. Just in case. 
And, now, you know what schedule you’re running, 
don’t you?”’ He steps back into the light streaming 
through the open door of the hall and consults his cir- 
cular. ‘‘You’ll take in the first electric train, dock it to 
form the 12.30 a.m. down to Sandringham, travel as 
guard with Kefford driving to Sandringham, then drive 
back to Windsor and get out to run the following train 
back to Sandringham.” 

Bob Marshall nods. ‘‘I’ve got the roster off all right, 
Mr. Rist.’? He ranges himself beside the silhouetted 
figure in the light of the open door. ‘‘I wait at Sandy 
again, bring back the 1.57 a.m. from there right 
through to Kensington, wait again, come back to 
Windsor, wait and change-over as usual, return to 
Kensington, back to Windsor, then right through to 
Essendon and finish up at Flinders St at 5 a.m.” 

‘“‘Like a gramophone record’’, John Rist 
acknowledges approvingly. ‘‘Let’s hope everything will 
run just as smoothly as that when we start.” 

Administration, quietly confident, is waiting on the 
long Sandringham platform at Flinders St. The last 
steam train has drawn out with its fashionable freight 
of stiff-shirted, evening-dressed men and becloaked 
women in the daring new gowns which do not reach 
the ankle. A little knot of muffled and overcoated men 
stand together in the middle of the platform, chatting 
and waiting, staring along the gleaming set of rails 
which sweep under the bridge ahead and curve into 
Jolimont yard’s confusion of shapeless shadows and 
pinpricks of light. 

There is Tim Clapp — big, commanding, the born 
leader — brother of railroad chief H. W. Clapp (later to 
become Sir Harold), in America. There is the quiet, 
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unobtrusive E. Peter Grove in his inevitable overcoat, 
the engineering genius who supervised the whole 
scheme of electrification. There is Chief Electrical 
Engineer Stone, and with him his youthful assistant, 
H. P. Colwell, whose phenomenal progress is 
foreshadowing a brilliant future. And there is Superin- 
tendent of Goods Train Service James Conlan, 
Safeworking Officer Tom Beary, and many more. 

They stand there, chatting and waiting, while, above 
and behind them, the black hand of the Elizabeth St 
tower clock drops towards the half-hour figure in the 
yellowed face. 

And then, suddenly, there sounds the unfamiliar 
whistle of an electric train. The waiting men turn as 
one towards the yard. Bearing heavily around the 
curve, with an occasional flashing from the overhead 
wires, comes the square-shouldered, swaying front of 
an electric train. Its pantograph rises in silent greeting 
to the watchers as it shakes itself clear of the bridge and 
slithers past with a grinding of brakes. 

Up at the far end of the train, Motorman Kefford is 
taking his place in the cab. Motorman Marshall 
becomes guard until Sandringham is reached. The big 
hand of the tower clock hovers on the half-hour. The 
whistle sounds again. The first electric train to leave 
Flinders St station on the crucial running test starts 
back on its tracks, lumbers under the bridge again and 
gathers speed on the run to Richmond. 

‘“‘Number one’’, says E. Peter Grove, deliberately. 
‘Eight more?”’ queries Engineer Tim Clapp. 

The quiet, reserved man in the overcoat nods. 
‘*Nine altogether. And all loaded with ballast to make a 
proper passenger weight. They’ll leave at five-minute 
intervals. A 600-mile test. We'll test out men and 
stock, wires and power Stations tonight.” 

‘‘And build for the future.’’ Clapp raises his voice 
above the rasp of steel as the second electric train 
slithers in and jars to a standstill beside them. 
‘‘Melbourne doesn’t realise yet what tonight’s test 
means to it.” 

“‘Within a decade”’, pronounces Grove evenly, ‘‘we 
will have converted this suburban system entirely to 
electric operation. We will clip half hours off the steam 
timetables. We will usher in Australia’s Age of 
Electricity.’ 

And so, through the biting night air and along the 
sweeping, curving rails, empty, lighted electric trains 
thunder towards Sandringham, following one another 
at intervals of five minutes and stopping at each station 
for 20 seconds. Out into the sleeping suburbs into a 
phantom world, across locked level crossings, past 
peering white faces at signal-boxes along the line, 
down to the sprawling single platform at Sandringham 
... and then back again. 

Private fences bordering the track become grands- 
tands. Householders assemble in the moonlight to 
watch Melbourne’s first electric trains speed by. 
Milkcarts halt and milkmen light cigarettes with a criti- 
cal air as the long shapes spring out of the darkness, 
leap the crossing and rock past — their rows of brightly 
lighted windows and doors streaking into an impres- 
sionistic picture of the spirit of speed. 

At Windsor, a skeleton staff has assembled, dis- 
gorged for the great part from the first two or three 
trains from Flinders St. Overhead Superintendent 
George Scott, the giant who wrestled twice with 
Hackenschmidt, is there, exchanging technical views 
with Electrical Running Inspector Rist as train after 
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All the vast crowd except two inquisitive lads (were they secretive pioneer enthusiasts) turn their backs to the 
Tait commemorative train to listen to speeches inaugurating the Melbourne suburban electrification. May 28, 


1919. (STA H2873) 


“Mod” 461M with a Faively type pantograph, the last Tait motor to be built in the 1950s, leads a 7-car train into 
rae on oo The cheaper elliptical round roofs superseded the original clerestory design in 1924. 
John Dare 


train curves over the Windsor level crossing and draws 
into the platform. 

“Those dirty wires’’, says Scott as a pyrotechnic dis- 
play of sparks accompanies the sweeping arrival of 
another pantograph. ‘‘Nothing serious though. But 
look!” He grabs Rist’s arm. ‘‘See that steady-arm 
bump against the pantograph. Hey there!”’ 

Galvanised into activity, he waves an impatient arm 
and strides from under the light of the station veran- 
dah out into the night. A couple of overhead men and 
a ladder materialise mysteriously from the shadows. 
With characteristic energy, Superintendent Scott sets 
himself to the task of propping up the steady-arm. 

‘*All done by kindness’’, he explains gravely to the 
smiling Rist, as he rubs greasy fingers with his 
handkerchief and brushes a dusty trouser leg. ‘‘And 
things being now O.K. here so far as I’m concerned, I 
think Ill get to Flinders St. Pll go along in the next up 
spark. Keep a look-out for the train with the hot tea on 
board.” 

Slackening speed as it rounds under the Chapel St 
bridge, an electric train slides in with a flurry of sparks 
from its brakes. Drawing out again, it passes the illumi- 
nated windows of a down electric train which is curving 
into the other platform. 

In such manner the night wears on. At Flinders St, 
Workshops Manager May, his very spectacles gleam- 
ing with keenness, is running anxious eye and hand 
over all carriage equipment as each train clatters in for 
its brief 20-second spell. The echoes of the darkened 
station are awakened by an arriving train, they ripple 
faintly into silence and then stir again as the train draws 
out, resting uneasily once more until another train 
arrives. Engineers Grove and Clapp exchange notes on 
the platform. 

“Everything going O.K’’, says Clapp. ‘‘Except 
Marshall’s train’’, replies Grove. ‘‘Just received word 
that he blew a fuse on the way out to Kensington. 
Delayed him for a while. But I hear that he rose to the 
occasion like a seasoned veteran. Located his fault and 
remedied it without flurry or excitement or a second of 
avoidable delay. I am very pleased.” 

Praise from E. Peter Grove is praise indeed. 
Engineer Clapp jots a few facts in his notebook. 

“I’m keeping a personal record of the night’s 
work’’, he remarks. ‘‘I want to submit a special report 
to my own chiefs about this test. I’ve never known 
such a remarkable triumph of concerted preparation 
and adaptability over strange conditions and strange 
work.” 

The tireless little hand of the tower clock has moved 
along to the figure five. The chill of early morning is in 
the air. Workshops Manager May has a final word with 
Motorman Kefford who is about to shunt the first train 
after its successful five-hour test under running condi- 
tions. The train moves slowly into the yard and bears to 
the right, its red tail-light gleaming and dwindling. 

‘Finishing up smoothy enough’’, Tim Clapp 
observes. ‘‘Not going to be any 
words are whisked from his mouth by a thunderous 
explosion. Amidst the uproar of a dozen thunderclaps, 
the Jolimont yard is plunged into dazzling light. There 
is a momentary, breath-catching glimpse of sharply 
etched carriages, buildings and tiny running figures in 
the weird glare. Then the flashing flood of light is snap- 
ped off. Black night descends impenetrably. Voices call 
excitedly in the sudden silence. 
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In a little shelter hut out in the Jolimont yard, Over- 
head Superintendent Scott, snatching a momentary 
respite, lowers an untasted cup of hot coffee and 
philosophically buttons his overcoat. Engineer Ward of 
the British Insulated and Helsby Cables Company 
gulps some of his coffee down the wrong way. 

“Something has gone bung’’, Scott tells him. The 
two plunge outside, stumbling over sleepers and rails, 
jumping wires. Around them, figures are running, 
questioning, explaining ... 

‘Turned Kefford’s train into an unwired road...” 

“His pantograph pulled down the overhead ...” 

‘‘Mind the wires there!” 

A tangled mass of blackened overhead equipment is 
twisted across the rails beside the stationary train. 
Motorman Kefford, a trifle pale but calm and col- 
lected, is standing beside his cab door. Superintendent 
Scott shoulders himself to the front and sizes up the 
damage. E. Peter Grove joins him. 

Scott makes a terse report. ‘‘His pantograph fouled 
the cross-span construction and pulled down two carry- 
ing span pull-offs. And the bridle. All the junction wir- 
ing has been carried out of position and has come in 
contact with a pull-off mast. Only a small job. We’ll fix 
it straightaway. On the job there, Fred...” 

The overhead gang seizes the opportunity of 
demonstrating its speed and effectiveness. There is 
feverish but systematic activity. 

‘“‘Might be a blessing in disguise’’, suggests Tim 
Clapp, twenty minutes later ‘‘Inexpreience can’t 
become experience without an occasional mistake like 
that. And the shunter who turned that train into that 
road has given your overhead men a chance to show 
ae mettle. I think you’ve been amazingly success- 
ul.” 

E. Peter Grove agrees. ‘‘A remarkably successful 
test all through.’? He is emphatic. ‘‘Remarkably suc- 
cessful.” 

Sunday’s sun finds the nine electric trains sleeping in 
the Jolimont yard. It rises over the waking city, flings 
long shadows behind the resting carriages, glistens on 
the windows of the lecture hall and gold-tips the over- 
head masts and wires in the yard. Retreating before the 
advance of its warming rays, a solitary ‘“‘E”’ class 
engine puffs morosely towards the North Melbourne 
loco depot. 

Sixty five years ago! 
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C501 leads A71 and 73 at Ararat on Tues. 20.3.84. This was 71’s second trip from Adelaide as it had been 
returned to Clyde for modifications. A73 was on its delivery trip. (Harry Shnattlebach) 
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General News 


Y164 waits at Deniliquin with a very long Portland bound stock train. 15.6.84. (Pastoral Times) 


Council slams MTA: Whittlesea Council’s group one 
committee recently slammed the Transport Ministry 
for its poor public relations policy on the Epping rail- 
way yards development plan. Councillors said the 
ministry had failed to keep the people properly 
informed on a matter which would vitally affect the 
day-to-day lives of many. 

Noise from the proposed carriage-washing plant, 
which would be close to a residential area, was one of 
the problems that would have to be tackled quickly. 
Councillors said they were not opposed to the project, 
but that the ministry should be making greater liaison 
efforts at local government level. 


Oakleigh changes: From about Sun.10.6, the stabling 
of a suburban train set at Oakleigh overnight and at 
weekends ceased, and was transferred to Pakenham. 
Thus drivers are no longer stationed at Oakleigh. (No 
pun intended.) (KH) 


Warning from V/Line: V/Line has given Cobram a 
strong message about the future of its rail freight ser- 
vice. 

The letter said V/Line would proceed with capital 
expenditure for improvements where there was 
enough potential to warrant improving facilities and 
buildings. However, if the existing downward share of 
the market in the area continues, V/Line would have 
no alternative but to stop the service. (FS) 
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Long sheep train: One of the longest freight trains 
seen in Echuca passed through the town. Fifty-eight 
vehicles carrying 5000 sheep travelled through around 
17 10 on Friday, June 15. The sheep, bound for Port- 
land, had come from Deniliquin. (FS) 


New Freight Centre plans: The recent Victorian 
Government decision to match more closely V/Line‘s 
general freight service to local community use means 
that services will continue to most country locations. A 
logistic network is being developed based on a number 
of key freight facilities called Freight Gates. 

These ‘‘Gates”’ will be established where a signifi- 
cant freight task and potential exists and they will pro- 
vide an express service. An aggressive marketing cam- 
paign will be launched at Ballarat, Bendigo, Geelong, 
Horsham, Mildura, Morwell, Sale, Shepparton, 
Wangaratta, Warrnambool and Wodonga. 

Together with improved customer service and a 
greater customer awareness program, V/Line’s new 
Freight Gate managers will also receive training in 
business management to enable them to improve ser- 
vice, increase market share and play a more significant 


role in the catchment area their Freight Gate serves. | 


Some centres will continue to handle general freight 
through the local stationmaster and specialised freight 
staff, and will still offer a service where demand and 
costs can be made economic. 

These locations include Ararat, Benalla, Colac, 
Echuca, Hamilton, Kerang, Korumburra, 
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Maryborough, Orbost, Ouyen, Portland, Swan Hill and 
Warragul. The remaining centres, where relatively 
small demand exists, will be catered for with an exten- 
sion of V/Line’s very effective parcels service. The 
parcels centres will be at Bairnsdale, Camperdown, 
Castlemaine, Donald, Nhill, Seymour, Warracknabeal 
and Woodend, and will accept parcels up to 50 
kilograms. 

Moe and Traralgon Freight Gates will be operated 
under the control of the stationmaster on an interim 
basis, pending the planned development of Morwell 


_ Freight Gate which, when fully operational will pro- 


vide a total service to all of the Latrobe Valley. In 
recognition of submissions to the review committee, 
V/Line will increase market efforts to become more 
service-oriented. (FS) 


Murray and Norman visit Shepparton: Murray and 
Norman, ex Spirit of Progress carriages, were in Shep- 
parton on Wed.30.5, promoting Melbourne tourism. 
The two carriages came with the daily Shepparton 
passenger service consisting of an N set, and a D van, 
with a T class loco hauling. The Melbourne Tourism 
Authority is currently displaying their material around 
Victoria, stopping at major centres. (MT) 


Traffic 


| SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES: 


Depot visits: (all Ararat) 
Sun.3.6: $309, T334, 337, 364, 373, 377, W263, X48, 
53, Y132, 137, 153, 156, 157, 159. 


-Sun.10.6; $308, 309, T326, 342, 351, 353, 356, 360, 


368, 377, 383, W263, X32, 53, Y132, 157, 158, 159, 
934. 


| Sun.17.6: C502, 505, S307, 312, T350, 368, 383, 


W263, Y132, 152, 153, 157, 159. 


| Sun.24.6: S305, T328, 350, 378, 386, 396, 403, 408, 


W263, Y139, 157, 158. (PJM) 


| Works trains: Since the site of re-railing has moved to 


between Stawell and Ararat, western works trains have 
run each Sunday. The trains normally work from 


| Stawell to Ararat and return. They generally leave 
| Stawell early following the last Up Jet. They reach 


Ararat before the Down Dimboola pass. and follow it 
back to Stawell, finally travelling back to Ararat to sta- 
ble. Trains noted: 


| Sun.3.6: X32, Up rails 26=40 — 10 40. 


Sun.10.6: X32, Up rails 14=15 — 09 25. 


| Sun.17.6: X32, T379 Up rails 12=25 — 09 00. 


Sun.24.6: X43 Up rails 13=14 1445. This loco was 
detached from Up Jet on previous evening. Nor- 
mally it is to run loco or loco and van from Ararat on 
Sunday morning. (PJM) 


Multi-multi units: (all at Stawell except where noted) 

Mon.28.5: S305, C504, Y159, Up grain, 38=76 — 
17 40. 

Tues.29.5: C504, T406, S305, Up grain, 44=88 — 
20 35. 

Thurs.31.5: X48, S313, S302, Down goods, 47=70 — 
13 40. 
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NSW grainmen back rail plan: Support is increasing 
for the Tocumwal-Mangalore Railway League and its 
efforts to get standardisation of the Tocumwal- 
Mangalore railway line. This support was shown when 
more than 30 people from as far away as Narrandera 
and Jerilderie in the Riverina and Geelong converged 
on Shepparton for a meeting of the league recently. 
Some of the greatest supporters of standardisation of 
the Tocumwal-Mangalore railway line are the grain 
growers of southern New South Wales. They claim it 
would greatly reduce their costs. It has been estimated 
by the Federal Bureau of Transport Economics the 
Tocumwal to Mangalore link could be converted to a 
dual gauge for $16 million. The Melbourne-Geelong 
section however could cost $70 million. (MT, FS) 


‘S’ class at Mildura: History was made on Mon.11.6 
with the arrival of an S class locomotive at Mildura. S 
class have previously been rostered as far north as 
Ouyen, S300 and S303 were not detached at that point 
and they continued on to Mildura. There are no turnta- 
ble facilities at Mildura, thus restricting the regular use 
of S class to multiple unit operation. [First S class to 
Mildura was S300 on the inaugral Mildura Sunlight in 
1957.] (BMcL) 


Thurs.31.5: X309, X32, Y132, Down grain, 34=68 — 
08 20. 

Fri.1.6: T380, 320, 343, 358, Down goods 47=49 — 
12 35. 

Fri.1.6: C504, X32, S309 Up grain 38=70 — 1400 — 
Ararat. 

Fri.1.6: S305, S306, Y132, Up grain 38=76 — 1715. 

Mon.4.6: S305, S306, Y156, Up grain 37=74 — 17 40. 

Mon.4.6: T375, 378, 337, Down grain 33= 66 — 
20 45. 

Tues.5.6.: C501, S309, C504, Down goods 26=55 — 
12 50. 

Tues.5.6: C504, $309, X32, Up grain 23=46 — 17 30. 

Wed.6.6: $313, S302, T392, Y159, Down grain 26=52 
— 08 05. 

Sat.9.6: C505, BL32, X32, Up Jet, 46=129 — 16 40. 

Sun.10.6: C502, C510, X52, 966, Up Jet, 42=107 — 
08 55. 

Thurs.14.6: T1350, 373, 362, Up grain , 
08 35. 

Thurs.14.6: S306, S305, X32, Up grain, 38=76 — 
13 40. 

Fri.15.6: $302, S313, T378, 326, Up grain, 34=68 — 
07 35. 

Fri.15.6: T386, X32, C505, Down Jet, 27=72 — 
08 05. 

Fri.15.6: X32, T386, 379, Up grain, 37=74 — 1955. 

Sat.16.6: S305, $306, T393, Down grain, 29=58 — 
08 25. 

Sat.16.6: BL32, X52, 966, Up Jet, SO=131 — 1555. 

Tues.19.6: S305, T384, T355, Up grain 38=76 — 
13.35. 

Thurs.21.6: S308, S305, T383, Up grain, 30=60 — 
13 35. 


22=44 — 
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Sat.23.6: X43, BL32, 938, 935, Up Jet, 48=127 — 
16 30 — X43 detached, train left at 17 10. 
Fri.29.6: S305, T323, X45, Up grain 38=76 — 13 45. 


ANR locos: 
Mon.28.5: BL31, Down goods, 43=75 — 1035. 
Mon.28.5: X52, 942, Up goods, 33=79 — 13 20. 
Tues.29.5: X47, 966, Down Jet 20=66 — 2045. 
Tues.29.5: 939, Up goods, 18=31 — 21 30. 
Tues.29.5: X46, 951, Down Jet, 16=32 — 2130 — 
Steel. 
Fri.1.6: X47, 934, Down Jet 18=49 — 17 20. 
Fri.1.6: 931, Up goods, 17=32 — 21 30. 
Sat.2.6: 938, X51, Up Jet, 29=80 — 13 15 — 938 No.2 
end leading. 
Tues.5.6: X52, 966, Down Jet, 38=104 — 1735. 
Wed.6.6: C509, 942, Up Jet, 25=61, 12 55. 
Fri.8.6: X52, 966, Down goods, 26=40 — 1400. 
Fri.8.6: X46, 958, Up goods, 30=52 — 17 20. 
Sat.9.6: BL31, Up jet, 23=64 — 09 25 — Cross. 
Sat.9.6: X48, 963, Down Jet, 28=67 — 09 30. 
Sat.9.6: X46, 958, Down Jet 32=90 — 1635. 
Thurs.14.6: 933, 935, Down Jet, 38=102 — 1950. 
Thurs.14.6: BL31, Down Jet, 19=46 — 2015. 
Sat.16.6: 933, 935, Down Jet, ? — 2105. 
Wed.20.6: 938, 948, Down Jet, 27=71 — 07 50. 
Fri.22.6: 935, 938, Down Jet, 20=50 — 08 00. 
Tues.26.6: 954, S315, Down grain, 48=49 — 07 50. 


Up Dimboola pass. 

Mon.28.5: S303, Nl, 4 — 08 25. 
Tues.29.5: X48, N6, 4 — 08 20. 
Wed.30.5: X48, N18, 4 — 08 20. 
Thurs.31.5: S315, N19, 4 — 08 10. 
Fri.1.6: X53, N15, 4 — 0815. 
Sat.2.6: S308, N16, 3 — 0815. 
Mon.4.6: S315, N18, 4 — 08 10. 
Wed.6.6: X48, N16, 4 — 08 10. 
Fri.8.6: S310, N3 4 — 08 10. 
Sat.9.6: S307, X38, N6, 3 — 0815. 
Mon.11.6: S307, N4, 3 — 08 10. 
Tues.12.6: S315, N12, 4 — 08 10. 
Wed.13.6: S312, N15, 4 — 08 10. 
Thurs.24.6: S312, N9, 4 — 08 15. 
Fri.15.6: S310, N19, 4 — 08 20. 
Sat.16.6: S310, N13, 3 — 0815. 
Mon.18.6: X34, N5, 4 — 0815. 
Tues.19.6: S302, N2, 4 — 08 10. 
Wed.20.6: B76, N17, 4 — 08 15. 
Fri.22.6: S304, N8, 4 — 08 10. 
Sat.23.6: B76, N1, 3 — 0815. 
Mon.25.6: S304, N14, 4 — 08 20. 
Tues.26.6: S304, N15, 4 — 08 10. 
Fri.29.6: S306, N12, 4 — 08 20. 
Sat.30.6: X43, N14, 3 — 0805. (PJM) 


Other observations: On Sat.26, a stripped B66 was part 
of a Down Jet hauled by C510 at 10 25. On Fri.22.6, 
Y152, Y155 ran a sleeper train 44=45. It left Stawell 
on the Up at 13 40. (PJM) 


More on AN loco workings in Victoria: This year X/ 
930 are regularly working on the Overlandand 930 and 
BL locos, sometimes solo, or in company with Vic- 
torian locos are regularly used on Serviceton/ Adelaide 
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goods trains. In addition to this AN locos have wan- 

dered onto other train workings in the state during the 

ever present shortage of locos. Listed here are some 
such workings: 

Wed.15.5: X53-933 light engine to Westall to haul | 
damaged silver train following a level-crossing acci- 
dent. 

Tues.22.5: 938 on local Fairfield goods. 

Fri.25.5: 938 on 17 30 Down Seymour pass., returning 
on an Up goods, tobacco train almost entirely AN 
vehicles. 

Mon.28.5: 954-S315 on 0405 Down Long Island 
goods. 

Mon.28.5: 954 on 1700 Down Bacchus Marsh pass., 
returning light engine with T407. 

Tues.29.5: 935-B68 on 0015 Down Ballarat goods, 
returning on 06 45 Up Ballarat pass. 

Mon.4.6: X47-938 on 04 05 Down Long Island goods 
and then 1235 Down Adelaide goods. 

Wed.6.6: X54-930 on 0945 Down Ballarat goods, 
returning 16 00 Up light loco. 

Thurs.14.6: 933-935-X37 on 0548 Down South 
Geelong pass., with 933-935 returning on 07 25 Up 
South Geelong pass. 

Fri.22.6: 933-940-X46 on 23 35 Down Ballarat goods. 

Fri.22.6: 942 light engine to Mont Albert to rescue X41 
(defective) and T338 on Up ballast to Boral Siding 
and back to Melbourne. 

Sat.23.6: 933-940 on 07 45 Up Ballarat pass. 

Sun.24.6: BL32-H1-H5 on 0730 light engine to 
Geelong for crew training on BL. 

Mon.25.6: BL32-A85 on 01 50 Up Geelong goods. 

Wed.27.6: 933-962 on 0625 Down Sunbury pass., 
returning on 07 35 Up pass. 

Wed.30.5: X54-930 ran light engine from Adelaide to 
Mount Bryan to rescue the disabled Blue Bird set ex 
Peterborough and haul it to Adelaide. 

Sun.10.6: X48-X46-938-C509-BL31-C501-X54-C507- 
C504 on 1600 goods ex Adelaide to Melbourne, 
with X48-X46-938 being detached at Tailem Bend. 
(BL, GM) 


Jets via Geelong: Due to track works on the Bacchus 
Marsh - Ballarat line, many Melbourne - Adelaide | 
goods services run via Melbourne - Geelong - Ballarat - 
Adelaide. This leads to several C, final series X, 930 
and BL combinations per day through Werribee. Some 
of the good ones were: 

ea C508/BL32/C504 (30-40 wagons), Up 
Sun.6.5: C502/BL31, 34 wagons, Up Jet, 12 10. 
Fri.11.5: X45/966, 25 wagons, Down, 12 30. 
Sun.13.5: X (blue final series)/C/BL, Up, 11 55. 
Sun.13.5: X45/966/C508, 50 wagons, Up Jet, 14 15. 
Sun.13.5: C/BL, Down Jet, 16 10. 

Tues.15.5: BL, Down Jet, 14 45. 

Wed.16.5: X48/966, 18 wagons, Down steel, 15 00. 
Thurs.17.5: X45/930, 40 wagons, Down Jet, 15 10. 
Sere Up Jet, 11 40. BL31, 25 wagons, Down Jet, 


Wed.23.5: C510/C509, 32 wagons, Up Jet, 16 20. 

Sun.27.5: X45 (V/Line)/966 (red) /BL32(green)/ 
C509(blue), 43 wagons, Up Jet, 12 15. Note four 
colour schemes. 
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Sun.27.5: C510/BL31/S304, 49 wagons Up Jet, 13 30. 
Tues.29.5: — X47/966, 19 wagons, Down Jet, 14 55. 
On Sundays, we also see the Ballarat and Dimboola 
passenger trains. Some weekdays, there are up to five 
Jets involving mainly C and final X class locos. (PD) 


WESTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


| Melbourne - Serviceton: Traffic patterns on the 


western line from Melbourne to Serviceton are in a 
constant state of flux. For a railway enthusiast there is 
more interest on this line now than there has been for 
decades. CTC is being progressively introduced on the 
far western section, with the safeworking at Serviceton 
being converted on 30th April 

Locomotive working west of Ararat is very varied 
and interesting, with many of the S class being based at 


| Ararat to work wheat trains still needed to clear the 


back-log of last year’s record harvest. The ANR 930 
class have made a significant impact on operations. 
Some express goods trains as well as the Overland are 
now scheduled to be hauled by X/930 combinations. 
On Tuesday, 15th May, green and gold 947 ran light 


|engine to Bacchus Marsh, from where it hauled the 


07 10 passenger to Spencer St. Following this, it was 
worked west on a goods to Ararat, thence on an 
express goods back to South Australia. Big power is 
making a comeback on this line. on 31.5, for instance, 
No.9130 Up express goods was hauled by X49/947/ 
C510/X/C and on another occasion by C/C/X/X/C. 
(Dr GAL) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Mpyrtleford report: Goods trains ran to Myrtleford on 
the following days during the period, Wed.23.5, to 
Sun.24.6. 

Fri.25.5: T326. 

Sat.26.5: Y169. 

Mon.28.5: Y170, 172 

Tues.29.5: T328. 

Wed.30.5: T402. 


Thurs.31.5: T328. 
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X45-966-BL32-C509 at Newport with 9130 Up Adelaide express goods on Sun.27.5.84. (John Dare) 


Mon.4.6: Y169. 
Tues.19.6: T352, Y170. 
Fri.22.6: T337. (IM) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Oakleigh goods closure: Oakleigh goods closed late in 
May, but briquette traffic is still being received. The 
briquette bagging operation is to move to Westall. Way 
& Works wagon HD20S, which has resided at the Up 
end extension of the through siding for a number of 
years, was carded to go to Caulfield Signal & Construc- 
tion Dept. on Tues.5.6. It could not be moved until the 
next day, due to parking of private cars close to the 
track, when it was shunted to the Down end of siding 
““A”’. It left the scene on Fri.22.6.84. (KH) 


Regional Office at Traralgon: A regional V/Line 
office is being established at Traralgon. The office will 
be responsible for day to day activities in the rail freight 
and passenger areas and the developing road transport 
operations of V/Line. (See ‘General — New Freight 
Centre plans’). 

With the setting up of the regional centre, a regional 
advisory board would be established. This would repre- 
sent V/Line, local transport industries and freight and 
passenger users of the rail system, bus service opera- 
tors and users, road planners and transport licensing 
and regulatory authorities. (PM) 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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Above: X52 leads 966-937-939 past the nearly completed | 
Keswick terminal with the 16 55 Melbourne express goods ex 


THROUGH RUNNING Mile End on 27.1.84. (Rhett Stone) | 
IN THE WEST Below: C508-X46-966 roll towards Tottenham from 


Sunshine with 9130 express goods on 2.2.84. (John Stone) 
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K153 and 520 double-headed a fan special from Bordertown to Mount Gambier on 19.5.84. (John Buckland) 
K153 departs Mount Gambier on 20.5.84. (Mal Austin) 


Rollingstock 


rent 


Washing plant loco V56 and a refurbished Harris train at Jolimont Workshops on Fri.8.6.84. (John Dare) 


‘New’ Harris in service: The four 4-car refurbished 
Harris sets have been brought into service on the 
Sandringham line. The first out was at 06 40 on Wed. 
6.6.84. (VK, NS) 


Loco rebuilds: A77 is now back from rebuild, and was 
being radio-equipped on Mon.28.5 at Dynon. Also at 
Dynon, (for crew training), was P11 (ex T336)/cars 
166BTH, 148BH, 121BBCH. B78 has been sent to 
Rosewater, SA, for rebuild, and on Mon.28.5, B61 was 
on goods (slave) bogies. Several first series ‘T’ class 
have recently been stripped at Newport prior to 
rebuild. (PD) 


‘C’ Class woes: C509, which was having its under- 
frame inspected (and repaired), at Dynon during late 
April/early May, is now back in action. On Mon.28.5, 
it was C506 which had no bogies and was undergoing 
similar work at Dynon. C502 was back with more 
minor problems, while 503 undergoes overhaul at 
Newport. (PD) 


V/Line locos: Y105 is another to receive the new col- 
ours, complete with cowcatcher stripes. X50 is still 
being reassembled at Dynon, with C503, S301(?), 
another S, T372, Y143 and several others at Newport. 
There are now several orange L class idle at Newport. 
On Wed.16.5, Y143/T372 (back to back) ran a test trip 
from Newport to Geelong and return. Both are painted 
pale grey prior to receiving the colours. On Fri.18.5, 
7372 again ran, but only to Werribee and return. On 
Tues.22.5, Y143 was seen in the Laverton sidings. One 
S class in orange (S301 via elimination of all other S 
class locos), and, in recent weeks, another S has been 
sent in for overhaul. S317, which was outshopped with 
grey sides right to the back, has now had the rearmost 
re pene painted orange to match those of S310. 
PD 


Train of Knowledge: T407 was noted at Spencer St on 
Fri.25.5, with the Train of Knowledge cars — all 
painted red, and named. (PD) 
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930s at Caulfield: On 2.6, at 19 30, 930-935-S310 (V/ 


Line) were noted arriving at Spencer St on an Up | 
Lysaght goods. The goods was at Caulfield early that | 


day without an engine. (DF) 


Unusual pass. sets: Noted Mon.30.4 at Spencer St, 
for Down 1345 Bendigo: Mooraboo! (blue), 2AZ 
(orange), CD2 set (204BS, 1BZ, 224BR, 7AZ, CD2). 
Noted, early morning, Wed.2.5, Overland club car, 
State cars 5 and 4, D Van, N2 set (SBN, S5OBRN and 
6ACN). (PD) 


Interstate locos at Dynon: Noted at Dynon on 16.6, 
were the following interstate locos: BL31, GM23, 937, 
930, 42205, L253. Also noted were P11 and P12 with 
A71, A73, A85. (DF) 


Unusual Fs: F208 has been painted with green coup- 
lers, red underframe and cab roof and called ‘Dynon 
Donk’. F212 still retains its original VR logo which was 
situated under the cab’s side window. When the Fs 
first entered service they were painted black, then red 
with black cowcatchers. In July 1964 they were blue 
with VR logo on the cab. Gradually the logo was 
painted out. (DF) 


Triple header Lysaghts: 1T409-T320-S306 passed 
through Flinders St yard at 1205 hauling a short 


Lysaght goods. It seemed unusual for the goods to | 


warrant three engines. (DF) 


A class give trouble: As at early June two A class had 
been received by V/Line, but the introduction of these 
converted B class locos has been far from satisfactory. 
A difference of opinion over acceptable cab noise 


levels cropped up in early days and led to a ban being | 


placed on the locos. Some railwaymen have described | 


them as a ‘“‘disaster’’. As part of a testing procedure, 
one of the engines, A73, ran 10 return trips between 
Bacchus Marsh and Bank Box loop on Mon.28.5. The 
loco hauled the dynamometer car and C501 with its 
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T372-Y143 in undercoat grey at Werribee following a test run to Geelong ex Newport Workshops on Wed.16.5.84. 


(John Stone) 


dynamic brake activated to provide an artificial ‘‘load”’ 
for the test. 

A77 was seen at Spencer St on Mon.11.6, hauling 
8325 N.E line pass. (Dr GAL) 


Interurban set tested: On Tues.26.6, special train 
9163, B loco, conveying load STH, SCH, SH ran from 
Newport Workshops to Bungaree and return to test the 


new interurban rollingstock. The train made numerous 
inter-station stops en route, presumably to test braking 
and accelaration performance. Riding qualities were 
very much less than desired, causing some on board 
the train to expect derailment at any minute at high 
speeds of over 100 km/h. These carriages, which are 
converted Harris cars were not originally built for such 
high speed on such indifferent track. Plans to run these 


930-935-S310 are refuged at Caulfield yard with an Up Long Island goods during a signalmens’ industrial 


dispute on Sat.2.6.84. (John Dare) 


_ AUGUST 1984 


carriages as push-pull trains have been abandoned and 
the P class locos which are to haul them will now run 
around their trains at terminii. The cars present a high 
standard of passenger accommodation when compared 
with the cars they will replace. (Dr GAL) 


Fast DERM trip: Refurbished DERM RM61, made 
an amazingly fast trip on No.8116 motor, Bacchus 
Marsh to Spencer St on the Queen’s Birthday 
Mon.11.6. Travel time on the Bacchus Marsh - Melton 
section was 11m50s, the fastest ever recorded by this 
reporter for a railmotor and almost up to the schedule 
for a B class/N set combination. Other sections were 
proportionately fast, and the train had to wait for time 
at Melton (7 minutes), Deer Park (1 minute) and 
Ardeer (2 minutes). Even so the motor arrived at 
Spencer St 7 minutes early at 08 28. Total running time 
was 47 minutes, an excellent average of 70 km/h on 
this start/stop service. Travel time was better than the 
public timetable timings given for the fastest start to 
stop express passenger service from Bacchus Marsh to 
Spencer St (48 min for No.8142 pass. on Saturday 
afternoons). (Dr GAL) 


Tait trains: The number of Tait trains still in service is 
now dwindling rapidly. There are now only two 2-car 
car sets still in service. They are 471M + 202D, they 
can usually be seen running the Alamein/Camberwell 
local service at weekends only. During the week they 
are stabled in Flinders St yards, occasionally running 
the 1721 Alamein ex Flinders St as a 4 car set. On 
Sat.28.4, the Alamein/Camberwell local service was 
operated by 2X3 car Comeng sets. 

The following Tait cars were hauled to Newport 
Workshops on Fri.4.5: 293T, 285 (ex 228M), 495M 
(ex 318M), 225D, 291 (ex 301M). Three Tait carriages 


were scrapped at Newport Workshops on Mon.14 5, 
81G, 214D and 272M, and a few days later, 222D was 
scrapped. 


As at Fri.18.5, there are now only three 7-car car 
Tait sets in service, all running peak services on the 
Epping/Hurstbridge lines, however, one week later, 
there was one, seven car Tait on a morning peak ser- 
vice to Alamein. (AC) 


Tait restoration project: The restoration of a four car 
suburban electric train as part of Victoria’s 150th 
Anniversary Celebrations commencing November 
1984 is now underway. This major project is a joint 
exercise between the State Transport Authority 
Workshops Branch, Metropolitan Rail Division and 
the ElecRail Department of Steamrail Victoria. It is 
proposed that the work will involve restoration to stan- 
dards common during the era 1936-1958. Over a 
period of six weeks ElecRail volunteers worked under 
exceptional pressure recycling parts and fittings from 
scrap cars for installation in those to be restored. At the 
end of May, the four cars finally approved, 381M, 
486M, 208T, 230D, were transferred by goods train 
from Melbourne to Ballarat. During this period thieves 
did thousands of dollars damage by ripping out ornate 
lights, racks and other valuable fittings no doubt to be 
flogged off illegally to the highly profitable bric-a-brac 
market. Body restoration is being undertaken at 
Ballarat Workshops, the M car power bogies lifted at 
Bendigo Workshops and traction motors overhauled at 
the Electrical Workshops. With the lifting of union 
bans due to cab problems allowing the rebuilt Harris 


trains to commence operation on the Sandringham line | 


during the first week in June, Taits are expected to be 
used only in peak hours. (POT) 


F208, “The Dynon Donk”. 
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Shepparton petroleum sidings upgraded: One of 
Shepparton’s petroleum sidings has been upgraded 
after many years service. The 460 metre length of track 
took roughly 60 red gum sleepers, and was renewed 
with 45 kg rails after an existing rail of 30 kg was used. 
There are also plans to upgrade track from the High St 
railway crossing, to the new Total petroleum siding 

which is approximately 3 km in length. The siding 

_which has been in operation since September 1982, has 
a daily service, with a train made up of 10 VTQY tanks 
from Paisley petroleum siding. (TMcD, MT) 


_Mathoura track upgrade: Improvements to the V/ 
Line rail network at Mathoura are being carried out at a 
cost of $30,000. The work includes straightening of the 
main Deniliquin - Echuca rail line and a major upgrade 
of the siding track. 

Acting District Engineer with V/Line, Mr Pat 
|McKay, said the main line was straightened and relo- 
/cated four metres to the west. He said the work 
/involved 500 metres of track and eliminated the curve 
which formerly took trains to the station. 
| The alteration will allow drivers to travel through 
|Mathoura at the normal line speed rather than having 
to slow down to negotiate the old line 
| Mr McKay said the siding track from which railway 
sleepers and wheat are loaded is receiving a major 
/upgrade. This involves about 800 metres of track 
which is being relaid in heavy rail. The work should 
‘remove the need for trucks using the siding to be 
/moved by other than railway personnel. (FS) 


New bridges: Separate rail and road bridges are plan- 
ned for the crossing of the Murray River at Tocumwal 
to replace the existing road/rail steel truss bridge. The 
old structure, 4.27 m wide between kerbs, is prone to 
| lengthy traffic delays because of the need to stop motor 
vehicles to allow trains to pass. The design of the 
superstructure will be similar to that of the Mildura 
Bridge, which is presently under construction. It will 
consist of six continuous spans (two 32m long and four 
37 m long) of precast post-tensioned concrete segmen- 
tal single box girders supported on reinforced concrete 
/piers and spill-through abutments. Each pier and abut- 
ment will be supported on six tubular steel piles with 
concrete infill. 

The southern abutment will be located some 60 m 
behind the southern bank, to provide a waterway for 
the flood channel that cuts across the bend in the river 
upstream and hence minimises the effects of scour. 
‘Design and construction of the new rail bridge are 
being undertaken by the State Transport Authority of 
Victoria. The cost of this project will be well in excess 
of $2 million and will be shared between the Depart- 
‘ment and the Road Construction Authority of Vic- 
toria. 

A similar project to that at Tocumwal is planned to 
replace another road/rail bridge over the Murray 
‘River, between Moama and Echuca on the Cobb High- 
way. The existing bridge, built in 1878, causes similar 
delays to traffic as the Tocumwal bridge. The design 
and construction of this structure will be carried out by 
the Road Construction Authority of Victoria. 
However, the Department will share the cost of the 
replacement bridge and will fund the approaches on 
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the New South Wales side of the border. Total cost of 
the project will be almost $3 million. 


Western line loops: Some progress is being made with 
the installation of new crossing loops on the Deer Park 
West Junction - Warrenheip section of the main 
Western line. The following loops have been proposed 
by V/Line for this track. 


Section Distance (up end) 


D.P.W. Junction - Rockbank ..... 25.4 
Rockbank - Melton ............. 32.7 
Melton - Parwan................ 44.7 
Bacchus Marsh - Bank Box ....... 53.8 
Bank Box .............00000 000 65.1 
Ballan- Gordon ................ 81.2 
Gordon - Bungaree ............. 93.5 


There has been no work on the two loops near 
Rockbank or on the Rowsley loop but the Bungaree 
loop, between Bungaree and Gordon is half finished. 
Originally, the Rowsley loop was to be the next after 
completion of the Parwan loop. Rumours began to cir- 
culate early in June that this programme is to be can- 
celled and that V/Line are looking at the possibility of 
converting the ‘‘Pleurisy Plains’’ line to CTC and re- 
routing of all goods trains and the Overland via Cressy. 
This would leave only passenger trains on the line via 
Bacchus marsh and render long loops unneccesary. 
(Dr GAL) 


CTC and the Western line: A reader had the oppor- 
tunity to inspect work on the CTC conversion of the 
Western line over 22-23.5.84. CTC is operating from 

Murtoa loop to Wolseley (SA) and work is now con- 

centrating on the Murtoa - Ararat section. 

Wolseley: Up and Down standard SA type ‘Start and 
end V/Line CTC’ working boards. No obvious sig- 
nal changes. 

Serviceton: All signalling removed. All connections to 
the main line removed except for an electric switch 
locked loop on the silo side of the station. The only 
signal at Serviceton is an Up 3 position automatic at 
the Up end of the old platform. (Still intact.) [Up 
distant for Leeor — Editor.] 

Leeor Loop: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop 2 km east 
of Serviceton on Up side of line. 

Lillimur: Electric switch locked wheat loop. Up side. 

Kaniva: Electric switch locked sidings on Down side 
Old Loop Road behind platform forming crossing 
loop O.0.S. 

Kaniva Loop: Standard 1.65km crossing loop on 
Down side of line. 

Miram: Electric switch locked wheat loop Down side. 

Diapur: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop with a switch 
locked wheat siding off No.2 road. (Both ends facing 
Up.) Old No.2 road extended to form new loop. 

Tarraginne: Electric switch locked siding on Down side 
of line. 

Naill: Electric switch locked sidings on Down side. 
Electric switch lead on Up side for the Wheat siding. 

Salisbury Loop: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop, (old 
loop extends to street adjacent to the Salisbury silo). 
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Salisbury silo now serviced by an electric switch 
locked lead off the No.2 road about 300 metres from 
the Down end points. 

Kiata: Electric switch locked siding on Down side. 

Gerang Gerung Electric switch locked siding on Up 
side. 

Dimboola Loop: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop on Up 
side of line. 

Dimboola: Track rationalised, No.2 road extended at 
both ends. Up and down homes with ‘A’ light when 
Dimboola switched out at both ends. Exit from No.2 
road covered by shunting dwarfs when switched in. 

Wail: Electric switch locked wheat siding Down side. 

Pimpinio Loop: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop on 
Down side of line. 

Pimpinio: Electric switch locked wheat siding Up side. 

Daiilen: Electric switch locked wheat siding Down side. 

Horsham: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop with electric 
switch locked connections to and from yard. New oil 
unloading siding for about 15 oil wagons. 

Dooen: Electric switch locked wheat siding on Up side. 

Jung: Electric switch locked wheat siding on Up side. 

Murtoa Loop: Standard 1.65 km crossing loop on Up 
side of line. 

Murtoa: Exit from and entry to the CTC area by Up 
and Down 3 position homes. Track rationalisation 
under way. Platform loop and appropriate signalling 
removed. 

Lubeck: No.2 and No.3 roads extended at Up end. No 
new signalling installed at this stage. Bolangum 
branch still connected to No.2 road. 

Glenorcity: No changes. 

Deep Lead Loop: Track installed for 1.65 km loop on 

the Down side of the line. Relay room complete, no 

signals as yet. 

Stawell: No change. Site of relaying gang. 

Great Western Loop: Same as Deep Lead Loop, except 
on Up side. 

Great Western: No change. 


Pyrenees Loop: 3 km from Ararat. Same as Deep Lead 
loop except relay room not sited, but may have been | 
at Down end. Loop on Up side on line. | 

Ararat: No work at this stage. 


In all cases, intermediate automatic signal between 
loops allow follow on moves in a similar way to Stan- 
dard gauge CTC beyond Seymour. The relaying gang. 
are installing welded, glued track circuit joints at all 
locations required for new CTC system as they go. At 
Longi Logan, earthworks for an apparent new loop 
have been commenced at a point 1 km south of the 
existing siding. 

During my two day inspection, 2 BL class locos were 
sighted, (BL31 and BL32), on various express goods. | 
930 class locos were seen in abundance even operation | 
on roadside goods and sometimes leading the V/Line| 
loco. (WJ) 


Box Hill Transport Centre: Down trains started using | 
the new northern side platform at the Box Hill! 
Transport Centre late in May. Up trains were diverted 
to the northern side of the island platform on the| 
Queens Birthday weekend. A low fence has been| 
erected between the tracks for the length of the plat- | 
forms, possibly to reduce noise levels. Now that the 
platforms on the south side are out of use, it will be 
possible to complete the remainder of the concrete 
deck above the station. Trackwork is rapidly nearing| 
completion and it would appear from the layout of the 
track, as it exists at the time of writing, that the| 
southern- most platform — the former Up platform — 
will not be used in future. (DSG) 


Old points removed: Near the disused South Yarra| 
Signal box, was a series of three crossovers: one for the! 
Sandringham lines, one for the Frankston lines, and| 
one for the Dandenong lines. The Dandenong, 
crossovers were lifted in 1983, leaving just the! 
Frankston and Sandringham crossovers. On 23.6. 84) 
the two remaining crossovers had been lifted and rep-| 
laced by straight section rail. (DF) 


ALTONA — LAVERTON RAIL LINK 


X37 hurries an Up Geelong pass. past the future sight of Laverton Junction. 1.7.84. 
(Bill Gras) 
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ALTONA-LAVERTON RAIL LINK 

THIS CROSSING WILL SOON BE 
a CLOSED TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION 
Sudeton indkida weet | |_OF THE ALTONA-LAVERTON RAIL LINK 
(Ken Williams) 4 = FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
: _— RING 6623344 ja 


Westona station starts to 
take shape. 1.7.84. (Bill 
Gras) 


‘ormation at Altona West : : Pe re Back PA nig ergo ar) 
ith a future level-cros- it \ asia LB 
ing, looking west. (Ken : na cRRNISH} i FAN 
illiams) oma ee co a 


-Above: Only one minute of late afternoon sunshine remains 


on the low country between Marulan and Medway Junction 
as SRA unit 42103 rolled by hauling L257 as part of the load| 
on No.1453 Melbourne bound freight on Thurs.21.6.84.| 
(Leon Oberg) 


Below: 935-933 arrive at Spencer St with the 07 25 Up South 
Geelong pass. on Thurs.14.6.84. (V/Line 84/1882) 


Taildisc 


The Bunbury Flyer: The Western Australian Cabinet 
has approved the introduction of a new, high speed 
passenger rail service between Perth and Bunbury. The 
new Service, which will replace the existing Australind 
train, will cost more than $8m and will begin in 
December 1986. With the diesel powered railcar ser- 
vice travelling at speeds of up to 110 km/h the present 
journey time of 3'4 hours would be cut to two hours. 


_ The cost of five new railcars will be $5.7m and track 


upgrading, platform alterations and level-crossing pro- 


_ tection works will cost $1.5m. A new passenger ter- 
/ minal to be built in Bunbury will cost $900,000. (RB) 


New Japanese trains: The Japanese National Rail- 
ways (JNR) plans to introduce new model trains on its 
1,000 kilometre, Tokyo - Hakata Shinkansen line by 
1987, featuring double deck first class dining cars and a 
top speed of 230 kilometres an hour. According to the 
plan, JNR will complete the test model of the new 


| train, an answer to rising competition from the airlines 


and road transport system, by the spring of next year. 

Since the Tokyo-Osaka section of the Shinkansen 
line opened in 1964, the number of passengers utilis- 
ing the high speed trains rose steadily until 1975. But it 
levelled off after that, with few model changes on the 
trains. 

The second class seats on the new trains will be 
widened by six centimetres. One of the ‘green’ (first 
class) cars and a dining car in every 16-coach new 

| model trains will be double deck. (RB) 


POSITION 
VACANT 


Layout, Production and 
Pictorial Editor of 


NEWSRAIL 


With the printing of the December 1984 
edition of Newsrail, the above position 


becomes vacant. We are looking for a 
keen person with a wide knowledge of 
railway workings and the motivation to 
maintain the magazine at its present 
standard. The position entails working 
with sub-editors, proof readers and the 
printer to meet the monthly deadline. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 


The Secretary, ARHS 
P.O. Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 
3001 
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RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: The highest bridge in the State 
is over the Maribynong River between Albion and 
Broadmeadows, a height of 179 feet above the river. 
The longest tunnel i is the one at South Geelong, 1386 
feet. The deepest cutting is near Elphingstone and is 65 
feet deep. 


This month’s question: Edom station was opened on 
20.11.1871. It was renamed twice but is still open. 
Where is it? 


— 
Nothing to do on Tuesday nights? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 


platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 


Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
cc ee 
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MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
i] 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
] 
l 
I 
1 


Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 


So 


I 

I 

! YOUR COMPLETE ‘MODEL RAILWAY 
| HOBBY CENTRE 
I 
I 
J 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm ss -THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


! TRAIN WORLD 


I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


1 Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


| 
q I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
1 
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1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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Postcards 
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RAILMAC! 
Railfan 


Shop 


PHOTOGRAPHS e@ BADGES 


Steam around 


ADELAIDE 


MAGAZINES e SLIDES 


RECORDS e BOOKS 


52 pages Price: $4.95 


From ‘Adelaide’ to the mighty 500’s. A superb 
collection of steam at work, rest and pres- 
erved around Adelaide. Relive the memories 
of SA’s big power, the high wheeled S class 
— it’s all there in Steam around Adealide. 


RAILMAC PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 290, Elizabeth, South Australia, 5112 


(Send SAE envelope for free copy of our new 1984 catalogue) 


SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 
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